New Gospel’s

Authenticity Disputed

      ALEXANDRIA (Reuters) — Experts examining the so-called “Gospel of Joseph of Arimathea” unearthed last month have cast doubt on the document’s genuineness, British Museum sources reported today.

      The manuscript, discovered in the ruins of Kozra, an early Christian colony being excavated by archeologists south of here, is a previously unknown account of the life of Christ attributed to Joseph of Arimathea, the “rich man” who buried Jesus after the crucifixion as recounted in the New Testament.

      The papyrus scroll, written in the Coptic language of ancient Egypt, was hailed by churchmen and lay scholars alike as “the find of the millenium” when made public by Dr. Robert Hawes of Ivy University, leader of the team that made the discovery. But other expert sources close to the Hawes expedition are of the opinion that the document was written no earlier than the late 2nd century A.D., and possibly as late as the 7th century.

      “As an eyewitness account the ‘Joseph’ papyrus just doesn’t ring true,” said one knowledgeable source who requested anonymity. “It smacks too much of medieval fable. That holy-grail business simply has no place in early-Christian literature.”

      The so-called Holy Grail, the wine cup said to have been used by Jesus at the Last Supper and by Joseph to catch the blood of Jesus as he died on the Cross, figures prominently in the manuscript. Joseph describes it as a plain, shallow vessel of bronze, which forever after its association with Jesus “gave forth sweet odours and glowed with the light of heaven.”

      The Grail became an object of veneration and knightly quest in the tales of King Arthur and other legends of the middle ages.


Corndn   Fallin    Bel  i  l

j


g


y





ad


ry


va


as


th


he








un


ov


the

















g


O





























a


g








