Muhammad Ali al-Jawf

Museum of Islam

Baghdad, Iraq

14 November 1909

Dear Dr. Jones:

In Qom recently I had the occasion to examine a Persian manuscript of Nur ed-Din al-Musafir, a remarkable figure of the twelfth of your calendar who traveled extensively in Asia, Africa, and Europe. It contained this fragment found in no other edition of al-Musafir known to me. Being aware of your special interest in the item he discusses, I took the liberty of translating it for you:

“Also at Cordoba I met a man who claimed to have seen the vessel that is said to have caught the life’s blood of the prophet Isa (Jesus):...A shallow bowl of pewter, dented in many places, engraved with a design of grapes and grape leaves as well as writing in the script of the Jews. (It was) wrapped in a cloth of golden silk and seemed to glow with its own light when the cloth was removed. Where on Allah’s earth he saw this marvel the man would not say; only that only that it was near the source of a river which he reached after traveling south from an oasis.”

I hope this is of more than passing Interest to you.

Peace be upon you,
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